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that had gone before it; he did not realize that It was In
Itself a consequence, the natural effect of a blacker, subtler
wrong that had been committed in a field near Raisins
Farm. On the contrary, the grossness of his intemperance
was so overwhelming that the sin, which was not gross, but
savoured of romance and the delicacy of human sorrow,
showed almost as an oasis in his desert of self-abomina-
tion.

He woke, according to custom, at five, but he felt that
there could be no morning work for Mm. He drew the
clothes over Ms head to shut out light and sound, and at
last fell into a heavy, unrestfui sleep, from which he did not
wake till nearly half-past seven. He could lie abed no
longer, so he rose and washed himself, and, putting on some
of his clothes, went out on the landing. The house smelled
appetizingly of hot bacon, and he felt terribly hungry* but
he would not go down till the coast was clear. He hung
over the banisters, listening to the common household
sounds, Ms heart full of a dull, ridiculous envy. The
kitchen-door was open, and he could hear the bacon fat
hissing; he heard Miss Wellings scolding the servant, to
an accompaniment of clattering plates and clinking spoons
He heard Ms brothers come in, and he drew back lest they
should see him. Then came a more continuous rattle and
clink, with the clatter of knives and forks; he almost
thought he could hear Patrick drinking his tea* Then
someone shut the door, and the sounds came more faintly,
with, as at last appetites began to be satisfied, the hum of
conversation. The house was so badly built that he could
catch a word or two now and then. Prince Harold was
evidently the cMef topic.

It was all ridiculous. There he leaned over the banisters,
sniffing at the fainting smell of eatables, like a pantomime
parody of the peri at the gate of paradise* There never
was anytMng more stupid or crammed with bathos; and
yet he had never so miserably realized the gulf he had put
between himself and honest folk as then, when he heard
them at their breakfast, and knew that if he came into